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ABSTRACT

Gunungsewu karst is well known for the unique geomorphological phenomena
with well developed cave passages. At least 500 caves have been explored where a half
of them have been mapped. However, no detail information of the faunas is available
including the arthropods dwelling inside the caves. Only four categories of
troglobite/stigobite and two categories of stigobite have been described as of 11
categories that have been recognized from the Gunungsewu karst. The dearth of the
publications and researches so far are still far from the thoroughly explanation of the
arthropods diversity of the areas. On the other hand, deterioration resulted from
mining activities and sedimentation due to the scarce vegetation cover has been found
to worsen the arthropod habitats. Efforts are still called for further exploration and
researches to understand the diversity of cave faunas in Gunungsewu Karst in bid to
have better planning for sustainable utilisations.
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